Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims 

1-66. (Cancelled) 

67. (Currently Amended) A quality control material that is not supplemented with 
bilirubin for use in a r e ag e nt le ss sp e ctrophotom e tr i c apparatus, comprising, one or more 
substances that mimic on e or mor e analyt e s in whol e b l ood, s e rum, p l asma, urin e , 
synov i a l fluid or c e r e brospina l f l uid two or more analvtes in a sample selected from the 
group consisting of plasma, serum, synovial fluid, cerebrospinal fluid, urine, mucus. 
Ivmphatic fluid, feces, semen, milk, cheese, cottage cheese, yogurt, ice cream, wine, 
beverages, semi-solid foods, soft solid foods, and any combination thereof wh e r e in said 
one or mor e analyt e s i s s ele ct e d from th e group cons i st i ng of a simulator of turbidity, a 
p e rfluorocarbon - l i k e b l ood substitut e , b i l i rubin, an i ndicator of h e molysis, a Hb based 
b l ood subst i tut e , m e thyl e n e blu e , m e t - Hb and bi li v e rd i n , the gualitv control material 
being stabilized . 

68. (Cancelled) 

69. (Currently Amended) The quality control material of claim §S 67. wherein said 
ono or moro ana l yto one of said two or more analvtes is an indicator of hemolysis m 
s e rum or p l asma , wherein said indicator of hemolysis is one of total Hb. oxy-Hb or "total 
Hb minus met-Hb" , and whoroin said qua l ity contro l mater i a l is oxposod to atmosphor i c 
cond i tions . 

70. (Original) The quality control material of claim 69, wherein said one or more 
substances are selected from the group consisting of amaranth, acid fuchsin, basic 
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fuchsin, ponceau S, chromotrope 2R, phenol red, crystal ponceau, methyl orange, a Hb- 
based blood substitute, total Hb, oxy-Hb, carboxy-Hb, cyanmet-Hb, a polymer, and a 
protein. 

71-72. (Cancelled) 

73. (Currently Amended) A The quality control material of claim 67 wherein one of 
said two or more analvtes is an indicator of hemolysis for uso i n a roagont l oss 
sp e ctrophotom e tr i c apparatus, compr i s i ng, on e or mor e substanc e s that m i m i cs an said 
indicator of hemolysis , wh e r e in said on e or mor e substances ar e is selected from the 
group consisting of total Hb, oxy-Hb, "total Hb minus met-Hb," cyanmet-Hb, amaranth, 
acid fuchsin, basic fuchsin, ponceau S, chromotrope 2R, phenol red, crystal ponceau, 
methyl orange, a Hb-based blood substitute, carboxy-Hb, a polymer, and a protein , and 
whoro i n sa i d qua l ity control mat e ria l i s e xpos e d to atmosphor i o condit i ons . 

74-78. (Cancelled) 

79. (Currently Amended) A The quality control material of claim 67 for uso in a 
r e ag e ntl e ss sp e ctrophotom e tr i c apparatus, comprising, on e or mor e substanc e s that 
m i mics on e or more of. w herein said two or more analvtes area selected from the group 
consistinc of an indicator of hemolysis, biliyerdin, bilirubin, methylene blue, met-Hb, a 
simulator of turbidity, a perflurocarbon l i ke blood subst i tute a blood substitute that is a 
milky-white emulsion and , a Hb-based blood substitute. 

80. (Currently Amended) A The quality control material of claim 79 for uso i n a 
reagent l oss sp e ctrophotom e tric apparatus, compr i sing, on e or mor e substanc e s that 
m i m i cs ono or moro of, an i nd i cator of hemolys i s, b ili vord i n, bil i rub i n, motho l ono b l uo, 
mot Hb, a simu l ator of turbidity, a porflurocarbon liko blood subst i tuto, a Hb based 
b l ood subst i tute w herein said indicator of hemolysis is selected from the group 
consisting of total Hb, oxy-Hb and "total Hb minus met-Hb." 



4 

Doc #:WAS01 (213202-00354) 41 S36436vl;03/26/2004n'iiiie: 12:24 



81. (Cancelled) 



82. (Currently Amended) A The quality cx)ntrol material for uso i n a roagontloss 
cpoctrophotomotric apparatus, comprising, of claim 67. wherein said one or more 
substances tl^fat-mimics an indicator of hemolysis, wherein said substance is selected 
from the group consisting of total-Hb and oxy-Hb, wherein said oxy-Hb accounts for 
about 95% of total Hb, or said total-Hb comprises about 95% oxy-Hb. and wherein said 
quality control material Is exposed to atmospheric conditions. 

83-97. (Cancelled) 

98. (New) The quality control material of claim 67, wherein said one or more 
substances exhibits a negative slope in the absorbance spectrum for a continuous 
spectral segment of about 5nm to about 400nm, within the wavelength range of about 
450nm to about SOOOnm. 

99. (New) The quality control material of claim 67, wherein said two or more analytes 
produce absorbances within the wavelength range of about 450nm to about SOOOnm. 

100. (New) The quality control material of claim 67, wherein said one or more 
substances are selected from the group consisting of methyl orange, phenol red, basic 
fuchsin, acid fuchsin, crystal ponceau, amaranth, ponceau S, chromotrope 2R, 
malachite green, brilliant green, toluidine blue O, evans blue, methylene blue, crystal 
violet, copper sulfate, total Hb. oxy-Hb. carboxy-Hb, cyanmet-Hb, a lipid emulsion, a 
blood substitute that is a milky-white emulsion, a Hb-based blood substitute, a polymer, 
a protein, and any combination thereof. 

101 . (New) The quality control material of claim 67, wherein the one or more 
substances do not mimic themselves. 
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